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NEWS

PLUS

NEW MACHINERY

COVID-19 issues are being

answered by the engineering 

talent deployed by members 

of the PPMA with work on

ventilators and PPE along 

with new remote services 

The latest equipment for 

warehousing, logistics and

e-Commerce is covered in

a special feature this issue.

It starts on page 44

Aldi, Germanyhas a newpack forfresh
mince

that savesplastics use

FreshPack is the name of the 

patented packaging solution 

from Alpma that is described

as a reinvention of how to  

wrap butter more effectively
Find out more on page 12
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Delivering convenience

Convenience used to mean ready meals, but now it includes 

a vast array of options including ‘food-to-go’ items that all

demand packaging lines that can be changed over efficiently

FEATURES
LIST 2021

New ideas brought to life
l news & views l new machinery l installations
l exhibition news l regulations/legislation
l components l  events & people

Plus in-depth features on end user markets
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The PPMA Show 2020 has

been postponed until next

year in the interests of health

and safety for all concerned.

It is the first time it won’t be

staged since its 1988 launch 

The UKIVA’s Technology
Presentation Hub that was

developed following MVC’s

postponement is still live! 

www.ppma.co.uk/ukiva

A plastic-free transit packis usedby a
retailer of Spanish foods

BW Flexible Systems has

a new continuous motion 

VFFS bagger, designed as 

an ergonomic and intuitive 

machine to complement  

its intermittent version
Find out more on page 16
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Robotics come of age

Will this global pandemic help to make UK manufacturers

adopt the very latest robotics, vision systems and automation 

developments to ensure their factories are efficient and safe?

INSIDE
NEWS

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer adipisc-

ing elit, sed diam nonum-

my nibh euismod tincidunt 

ut laoreet dolore magna 

NEWS

PLUS
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The BARA Webinar in July

gathered a panel of experts

from the food industry, 
machine suppliers, banking

and education to discuss if

C-19 will advance robot use 

Machinery Update’s latest

e-Bulletin includes a new
way of marinating poultry 

in a quick and clean way
www.machineryupdate.co.uk

A brand new  yogurtmakingfacility
achievesgreaterconsistencyat speed

The HD-1500 mobile robot 

boasts a payload capacity 

of up to 1500 kg and has been 

designed for factories where 

autonomous materials handling 

has to cope with arduous tasks

Find out more on page 22
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What price COVID-19?

The global pandemic has made everyone change their ways

of working and in our special feature, we cover a raft of new

products and services that PPMA members are now offering



2021 IN-DEPTH FEATURES

CIRCULATION BY INDUSTRY CIRCULATION BY JOB FUNCTION

19% Engineering management, 
project engineers

35% Manager – project, production

2% Owner, chairman, partner, president, CEO

5% Technical designer, R&D, QA

1% Consultant

1% Buyers

13% Engineers – packaging, processing, 
production, manufacturing, development

24% Director – managing, production, technical

19% Pharmaceuticals, toiletries, cosmetics

18% Beers, soft drinks, wines, spirits

39% Food, bakery, confectionery, snacks, 
dairy, ready meals

9% White/brown goods, tobacco, toys, 
electronics

6% Building, agriculture, horticulture, 
mineral, mining, quarrying, plastics, 
rubber, print, publishing, paper, textiles

9% Chemicals & liquids – household, 
car cleaning, paints, oils, varnish, ink
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JANUARY/FEBRUARY  
Retail: In store and online
With the seemingly inexorable rise of online shopping, machinery that delivers 
benefits to eCommerce companies is becoming more important. Whether it be to 
facilitate quicker order picking, more efficient warehouse utilisation or track and 
trace options, we want to hear about your latest developments in this new feature. 
We are also interested in hearing about equipment that delivers gains for High 
Street retailers, including shelf ready packaging options. 
Deadline: Friday 11 December

interpack Preview
The world of packaging is planning to gather in Düsseldorf in late February 
following the postponement of the event from 2020. If you are exhibiting, you 
need to be in our preview to alert readers of your new options, even if they are not 
planning to attend the 19 halls exhibition.
Deadline: Friday 18 December

MARCH/APRIL
Free-from foods
Huge shifts in consumer attitudes towards ‘free-from’ foods has seen a raft of 
NPD activity in this area. Whether it is dairy-free or gluten-free or even the growth 
in plant-based, meat-free foods, all have seen rising demand from consumers 
demanding taste, sustainability and health benefits from these new options.  
If you have worked with company’s supplying these products, we want to hear  
from you for this brand new feature this year. 
Deadline: Friday 5 February

Foodex 2021 Preview
New equipment for the food industry on show in Birmingham will be covered.
Deadline: Friday 12 February

Machine Vision Conference Preview
What’s new at the exhibition and the presentations at MVC this year will be included.
Deadline: Friday 12 February

interpack Review
For readers that didn’t make the trip to Germany, we will provide a round-up of the 
most interesting developments on show during the mega-exhibition in Düsseldorf.
Deadline: Monday 8 March

MAY/JUNE

A world without plastics?
The pressure on plastics, including regulatory, continues so in this new feature,  
we want to report on the machinery that PPMA members have developed to handle 
alternative packaging types to plastics. As well as new paper, metal or glass options, 
we will also report on plastics that include recycled content, as this can behave very 
differently on a line to virgin materials.   
Deadline: Friday 2 April

JULY/AUGUST
Automation, robotics and vision systems
Social distancing issues borne of the global pandemic and labour shortages 
caused by Brexit could yet be the driver in advancing robot use in the UK food 
industry. We will report on the current state of play as well as the journey’s being 
taken by companies into the digital world. The latest vision systems, often the 
great enabler in these areas, will also be covered in this popular feature.
Deadline: Friday 28 May

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
PPMA Show Preview
We anticipate great excitement about the PPMA Show in 2021 as hopefully, the 
world will be experiencing something closer to normal working than in 2020 
(when the show had to be postponed). We believe visitors will be keen to see the 
very latest technology from across the processing and packaging sector at what 
is the UK’s largest processing and packaging machinery exhibition and so you 
must ensure your exhibits are included in these pages. Competition for space is 
generally fierce, so please try to get your information to us in good time.
Deadline: Friday 13 August

Confectionery
In 2019, the chocolate category passed the £4bn mark and launched products 
to suit a range of palates, dietary needs and food trends. Were you part of this 
exciting time for the sector? Did you supply new lines to accommodate all of these 
new products? If so, we’d like to hear from you.
Deadline: Friday 23 July

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
Pharmaceuticals and healthcare 
The race for a COVID-19 vaccine will no doubt feature highly on this sectors 
agenda in 2021, and possibly beyond, and so this feature will cover new 
equipment in this area. Also, we will report on how the new EU MDR that replaced 
the EU’s previous Medical Device Directive (93/42/EEC) and Directive on Active 
Implantable Medical Devices (90/385/EEC), has been handled. 
Deadline: Friday 1 October

PPMA Show Review
We will report on just how successful the PPMA Show at the NEC, Birmingham 
was for exhibitors and visitors while also covering the PPMA Group Awards gala 
evening that takes place on the opening night of the three-day event.
Deadline: Friday 15 October

REGULAR FEATURES
Every issue we include regular sections covering new machinery, latest installations, 
regulations, labelling, coding and marking, vision systems and also new components. 
In 2021, we will also include the latest developments that are helping to fight C-19.

Gail Hunt – Editor
Direct: +44 (0)1252 617532 
E: gail.hunt@ppma.co.uk
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PPMA reserves the right to make changes to the Features List 2021. The Features List is a guide only and does not constitute a guarantee to publish.

Machinery Update prides itself on covering all types of processing and packaging, robotics and vision systems from the PPMA’s 520 
plus members each issue. We cover more machinery than any other trade journal, in more depth, and this focus is what keeps the 
magazine relevant for our readers. Issues-based reporting is also included such as ongoing environmental issues.

Here, we have outlined our 2021 features plan which will see us take an in-depth look at various market sectors across the year.  
The trends, the equipment being installed, and the benefits delivered will be included as well as the very latest options being marketed 
across the board. We will also send out a copy call email ahead of each issue, so don’t ignore them!

If, however, your piece of equipment or service offer doesn’t fit into any of these categories, do not despair, as every issue of  
Machinery Update can take any kind of equipment at any time. This is thanks to our new machinery; installations; labelling, coding  
& marking and components sections which appear every issue and run to hundreds of pages across the year.

Only PPMA members can appear on the editorial pages of Machinery Update – a free benefit of your membership, so please don’t 
squander this promotional opportunity to talk to 9,000+ named recipients every issue. 

We also publish our eBulletin in the months between the printed version of the magazine which is emailed to over 36,000 end-users each 
time. This is delivering a healthy click through rate for the companies being featured, so don’t forget this option in your marketing plans. 

If in doubt, please give me a ring and we can take it from there.

Editorial in Machinery Update is a PPMA member-only advantage


