
MEMBERSHIP  BROCHURE
Helping our members to sell more products and services



Founded in 1987, the PPMA Group of Associations 
(‘PPMA Group’) comprises three specialist trade 
associations and a separate charitable arm, which 
addresses the ongoing skills gap in engineering.

With over 600 member and affiliate member 
companies, the PPMA Group is the voice of  
the processing and packaging industry, 
representing businesses in the UK as well as  
those exporting overseas. 

Our principal purpose is to assist in the sales  
and marketing of industrial processing equipment 
and packaging machinery, ancillary products  
and services, robotics and vision, through  
various exhibitions, events, publications and 
regulatory training.

WELCOME TO THE PPMA  
GROUP OF ASSOCIATIONS.
This brochure provides an overview of 
how we assist PPMA member companies 
in the sales and marketing of machinery 
equipment, ancillary products and services 
through to leading industry events, indexes, 
publications and regulatory training.

Our success is central to the success  
of our membership and the active role 
we take to explore new markets and 
opportunities to raise brand awareness.  
We are also a member of several trade 
alliances to help lobby the UK Government 
on key industry issues.

Through our core and expanding range of 
products and services, members continue 
to receive substantial discounts to exhibit at 
PPMA Group events, attend bespoke training 
days, and gain exclusive access to trade 
editorials and other support services.

These provide the perfect opportunity for 
members to reach more buyers and network 
with key industry personnel, which has been 
more pertinent following the UK’s departure 
of the EU single market in January 2020.

Processing and Packaging Machinery Association

British Automation and Robot Association

UK Industrial Vision Association

Business Education, Skills and Training
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DAVID BARBER 

Chairman,  

PPMA Group of Associations

THE GROUP OFFERS A RANGE OF PROACTIVE AND SUPPORT SERVICES TO ITS MEMBERSHIP:

•  Publishing and Marcomms Services
• Exhibitions and Conferences
•  Training, Networking and Seminars
• International Services

• HR and Recruitment
• Legal
• Finance
• Technical helpline

PPMA Limited is a group of associations comprising PPMA,  
BARA and UKIVA.  

Registered in England & Wales with company number: 2116954

Registered Office: New Progress House, 34 Stafford Road, 
Wallington, Surrey, SM6 9AA
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Providing training,  
technical advice and  

new routes to market

Helping our members to  
sell more products and services



STRATEGIC ALLIANCE PARTNERSHIPS
We have partnered with a number of service providers 
to offer members free consultancy and preferential 
rates across a range of business requirements. 

THESE INCLUDE:
• Bespoke and off-the-shelf learning and

development training to improve
workplace performance

• Advisory service for your Tax, VAT, PAYE
and Payroll

• Business support in HR, Employment Law
and Health & Safety

• Advice on research and development tax credits
• Effective Commercial Insurance through

our approved PPMA Group insurance scheme
• Advice on Machinery Compliance and

Technical Standards
• Preferential recruitment service package

Simply provide proof of your membership 
to be eligible.

NETWORKING AND BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES
As a member, you have access to a 
range of events throughout the year to 
network with other members and industry 
associates. These range from the annual 
awards evening, to seminars, driving 
safety days and golf days; many of which 
are free to attend.

The highly esteemed Chairman’s lunch 
also provides an opportunity to meet with 
key PPMA Group personnel and members 
of the board at a prestigious venue. 
Previous events have taken place at the 
Houses of Parliament and the Tower of 
London and are open to all members.

For companies and organisations who become 
a full or affiliate member of the PPMA Group 
of Associations, their membership also entitles 
them to become members of BARA and/or 
UKIVA to share in the same comprehensive list 
of benefits as other PPMA Group members.

UKIVA (UK Industrial Vision Association) promotes the use 
of image processing technology throughout UK industry; 
providing an industry voice and helping companies to gain 
a competitive advantage through a dedicated Machine 
Vision Conference, our Vision in Action publication, and 
other technical information.

In 2009, UKIVA became part of the PPMA Group of 
Associations and has a close affinity with BARA (British 
Automation & Robot Association) based on the combined 
use of vision and robotics within the end to end production 
line process.

UKIVA members typically fall into three categories:  
vision technology providers; vision systems integrators 
and consultants, and providers of solutions that utilise 
machine vision technology.

BARA (British Automation & Robot Association) promotes 
the use of, and assists in the development of Industrial 
Robots and Automation in British industry, as well as 
having a presence overseas at the International Federation 
of Robotics.

In 2009, BARA joined forces with the PPMA Group of 
Associations to provide strong support to assist with 
promoting automation within UK industry. 

Association members are regularly asked to provide 
comment on robot intervention and automation changes 
within the manufacturing industry.

The PPMA Driving Day is  
very professionally run;  
it’s light-hearted with a  
clear intent to educate.  

The tutoring and mentoring 
is very good.

SALES DIRECTOR, CAMA GROUP

MEMBER BENEFITS
Save up to 30% to exhibit at the PPMA Show 
and PPMA Total Show

FREE editorial in Machinery Update 
trade magazine

FREE listing in the PPMA Machinery Directory 
and associated App

Inclusion on the PPMA Group website

Preferential advertising rates in 
Machinery Update

Generate leads through our popular 
Machinery Finder service

There are a number of reasons for being  
a member or affiliate member with the  
PPMA Group of Associations (‘PPMA Group’) 
to help network and grow your business.

From day one, you can start saving 
on the cost to exhibit at major 
shows in both the UK and 
overseas. You can also reach 
your target audience 
through PPMA’s print 
and on-line media.

MEMBERSHIP
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FREE OFFICE AND MEETING  
ROOM FACILITIES
The PPMA Group is headquartered in 
Wallington, Surrey, which is located 20 
minutes from the M25 and 30 minutes by 
train from central London.

It provides the opportunity for members 
to host meetings for 4-12 people free  
of charge during normal office hours.  
Video conferencing facilities are also 
available upon request.



PPMA Group has over 30 years’ experience 
in event management, which continues to  
gain the plaudits of exhibitors, visitors  
and member companies alike.  

Combined with a high-end speaker 
programme, our pro-active and 
pragmatic approach to running 
conferences and shows 
offers PPMA members  
a tangible return on  
their investment.

EXHIBITIONS
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PPMA Show is the UK’s leading production line 
event for processing and packaging machinery.

The three-day exhibition showcases the latest in 
processing and packaging machinery, including 
robotics and industrial vision, and is attended by 
thousands of visitors from the UK and Ireland.

It covers the full spectrum of the industry; including 
food, beverage, pharmaceuticals, household chemicals 
and toiletries, FMCG, as well as contract packers and more... 

In addition to a high-profile speaker programme and 
enterprise zone for quick learning, visitors to PPMA 
Show also have the chance to see new machinery 
in action, experience the latest technology and 
innovation, and rub shoulders with key industry experts 
to galvanise new ideas and solutions.

It also provides an ideal networking opportunity for 
experienced practitioners, as well as those new to the 
processing and packaging industry.

www.ppmashow.co.uk 

KEY CONTACT:
Scott McKenna
Group Exhibitions Sales Manager
Tel: +44 (0)20 8773 5515
Email: scott.mckenna@ppma.co.uk

PPMA Total is our large sister show that replaces 
the PPMA Show every third year. 

The Total brand incorporates the three major international 
exhibition brands of PPMA, Pakex and Interphex to 
showcase the very latest in processing and packaging 
machinery, robotics and industrial vision systems, coupled 
with the latest innovations in materials, containers and 
packaging design.

It covers the full spectrum of the industry; including food, 
beverage, pharmaceuticals, household chemicals and 
toiletries, building supplies, pet care, micro-brewery and 
distilleries, FMCG, as well as contract packers and more.

Visitors also have the chance to network, attend seminars, 
source new ideas and solutions, and meet with potential 
new suppliers, influencers and technical experts alike,  
all under one roof.

www.ppmatotalshow.co.uk

KEY CONTACT:
Scott McKenna
Group Exhibitions Sales Manager
Tel: +44 (0)20 8773 5515
Email: scott.mckenna@ppma.co.uk

UKIVA’s Machine Vision Conference (MVC) is the 
UK’s largest Industrial Machine Vision event.

The annual one-day conference and exhibition educates 
and shows the latest technology and innovations from 
world leading industrial vision companies.

A content rich seminar programme provides visitors 
with access to a range of industry relevant topics.  
These include: Deep Learning & Embedded Vision; 
Vision in Robotics & Automation; 3D Vision; Camera 
Technology; Optics & Illumination; Systems & Applications; 
Understanding Vision Technology and Vision Innovation, 
all demonstrating how vision is being used to create smart 
factories and work places of the future.

Since its inception in 2017, the conference has increased 
in popularity with vision component manufacturers, 
distributors and vision systems integrators from across 
Europe, as well as those in North America and Asia.

www.machinevisionconference.co.uk

KEY CONTACT:
Scott McKenna
Group Exhibitions Sales Manager
Tel: +44 (0)20 8773 5515
Email: scott.mckenna@ppma.co.uk

The quality of visitors at the 
PPMA Show is fantastic!  

We’re thrilled with the enquiries 
we’ve had - we’ve already 

rebooked for next year!
MARKETING MANAGER, WAGO
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A high number of on-stand enquiries 
at the PPMA Show, which converted 

several new leads into orders.
DIRECTOR, ROTECH MACHINE 

Excellent conference with  
some good solid enquiries.

DIRECTOR, SCORPION VISION



PUBLISHING 

MACHINERY UPDATE 
Machinery Update is the  
industry leading magazine  
devoted exclusively to the news 
of technical developments in 
the design and use of members’ 
processing equipment and 
packaging machinery. 

The magazine also covers new 
products, case studies, awards  
and applications.

•  Published bimonthly

•  Mailed to over 9,500+ targeted
end user specifiers and buyers

•  Additional 34,000+ electronic
copies emailed to qualified
recipients

To view a copy of the media pack 
and forthcoming features, please 
visit ppma.co.uk/machinery-update

KEY CONTACTS:
Gail Hunt 
Editor 
Tel: +44 (0)1252 617532 
Email: publishing@ppma.co.uk

Advertising 
David Chadd 
Head of Publishing 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8773 5505 
Email: david.chadd@ppma.co.uk 

PPMA ANNUAL MACHINERY 
DIRECTORY 
Our Machinery Directory is 
regarded as the industry bible for 
machinery suppliers and buyers.  
It contains 1,300 index headings 
and is circulated to circa 4000  
end-users.

All full and affiliate members 
will receive:
•  Free listing in the 450+ page

directory, available in print
and online

•  A fully interactive members’
page detailing the products
and services that you
manufacture/supply

•  Half page advert

•  Flexibility to add your
company logo for increased
brand awareness

VISION IN ACTION 
A dedicated magazine written on 
behalf of UKIVA members, targeting 
buyers and specifiers of industrial 
machine vision. 

Read about the latest developments, 
news and case studies in vision 
technology. The publication is 
available in both print and digital 
format and is distributed to qualified 
recipients.

GET IN TOUCH: 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8773 8111 
Email: ukiva@ppma.co.uk

GROUP NEWS AND  
BUSINESS UPDATE BULLETINS 
Our complementary range of 
printed publications and regular 
e-bulletins are designed to provide 
PPMA members with the latest 
industry news, insight, public affairs 
and Government updates when 
they need it.

They also help to promote 
forthcoming events and training 
opportunities that all members can 
benefit from at concessionary rates.

GET IN TOUCH:
Tel: +44 (0)20 8773 8111 
Email: marketing@ppma.co.uk

Our website houses the three associations of PPMA, 
BARA and UKIVA, with access to PPMA BEST and 
Machinery Update. The site receives 40,000+ visitors 
per month and offers a user-friendly browsing 
experience to a wide range of information; to the latest 
news, training and events, to more technical information 
and company searches. 

Members have access to a members’ login area, which 
they can use to customise their marketing information 
and contact details.

The PPMA Machinery 
Finder App enables 
users to quickly search 
between members 
and their supply chain. 
The App is compatible 
with Apple and Android 
platforms and is free 
to download.
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WEBSITE

PPMA MACHINERY 
FINDER ‘APP’ 



FLEXIBLE LEARNING 

Quick Learning courses are face-
to-face learning sessions that last 
from 90 minutes to half a day.  
Each module has been designed to 
be enjoyable and interactive.  
There can be as many as three 
modules in any one session. 
Members can select the most 
appropriate modules to attend 
according to their needs.

SALES & MARKETING

•  Advanced selling skills

•  Sales skills for non-sales people

•  Social media for B2B
organisations

•  Marketing - dark art or
business necessity?

•  Digital marketing workshop

SEMINARS 

They cover practical

•  Machinery directives
• PUWER
• WEEE
• ATEX
• EMC

•  Robotic safety for integrators

•  Machinery risk assessment

•  UK CA marking

PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT

•  Managing workplace performance

•  People management and
team building

•  Effective change management

•  Dealing with difficult situations
and people

•  HR skills for modern management
(for non-HR managers)

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

•  Speaking and presenting
with confidence

•  Time management for managers

•  Assertiveness in the workplace

• Effective planning and prioritisation - 
skills for managers and leaders

• Appraising your team members -
a different approach

PROJECTS

• Project management in a day:

• Why and how are projects
different from routine tasks

• Techniques required to generate      
a solution

KEY CONTACT:
Shelly Bridgnell
Training & Events Co-ordinator 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8773 5523 
Email: shelly.bridgnell@ppma.co.uk
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The digital marketing course was very informative, with lots of practical ideas 
that we can use in our business. The venue and tour were an added bonus. 

GRUNWALD UK LTD
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PPMA Group offers a range of one-day 
training courses, events and seminars 
that can offer you support for 
enhancing your business by 
motivating and developing  
your staff. 

TRAINING



PPMA Group organises exhibition space 
at key international events. It is also  
an accredited service provider by 
the UK Government’s Department 
for International Trade.

INTERNATIONAL 
SERVICES

OVERSEAS EXHIBITIONS 
We organise UK Group Pavilions at key international 
exhibitions relevant to members. 

Benefits of exhibiting as part of PPMA UK 
Group comprise:

Ability to negotiate good stand locations 
at exhibitions

UK identity overseas

 Walk-on stand packages

Networking events

On-site personnel to offer assistance

PPMA UK Pavilions have been present at:
•  Pack Expo USA
•  interpack Germany
•  Gulfood Manufacturing UAE
•  ProPak Asia
• ProPak China
•  ProPak Philippines

For a list of current UK Group opportunities,  
visit www.ppma.co.uk under the Services tab.

TRADE CHALLENGE PARTNER
With increasing demands placed on globalisation and 
the exporting of goods, the Department for International 
Trade (DIT) provides Tradeshow Access Programme  
(TAP) funding for UK small and medium size enterprises 
(SMEs) exhibiting or providing commercial services 
outside the UK.

As a TAP trade challenge partner of the DIT, PPMA 
members can apply for grants to help fund overseas 
trade show opportunities for SMEs actively investigating 
in export opportunities to grow their business.

Grants are available to help cover exhibition space costs, 
stand costs (including design, construction and stand 
dressing) and promotional material.

As a trade challenge partner, we are able to:
•  Offer advice before and after an exhibition
•  Provide on-site management of the UK Group Pavilion
•  Facilitate the use of DIT/GREAT/HM government

branding, as appropriate
•  Process and approve TAP applications and claims,

including payment of grants to participants after 
the event

EXPORT SUPPORT
Sponsors’ Alliance members work 
closely with the DIT on its Tradeshow 
Access Programme (TAP), which supports 
UK companies exhibiting at overseas 
exhibitions. They make up nearly half 
of the active Trade Challenge Partners 
working with the DIT, and organise around 
70% of the events. 

KEY CONTACT
For more information about exhibiting 
overseas and the membership rates 
available, please contact:

Janette Lane 
Overseas Events 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8773 5508 
Email: janette.lane@ppma.co.uk
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The first ever ProPak Philippines 
turned out to be incredibly busy and 
it was important that we were there 

demonstrating our equipment  
and provide customers with first-hand 
experience. Throughout the three days 
of the exhibition, we generated lots of 

enquiries which we feel will turn out to be 
excellent business opportunities.

PPMA MEMBER

A very well organised event from setup to 
breakdown. Quality attendees knowing 
exactly what they wanted and how they 
would integrate with their production.

GENERAL MANAGER, 
OPEN DATE EQUIPMENT LTD
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203,000 PEOPLE WITH LEVEL 3+ 
ENGINEERING SKILLS WILL BE 
NEEDED EVERY YEAR TO MEET 
THE DEMAND FOR ENGINEERS 
THROUGH TO 2024

Source: State of Engineering Report, Engineering UK

1. APPRENTICESHIP GRANT
To support members who might not have previous
experience employing an apprentice. PPMA BEST
will offer a grant to the company sponsoring the
apprentice and a further grant to the apprentice.

2. ENGINEER UNDERGRADUATE BURSARIES
To support undergraduates to develop the
skills and experience needed to address
the industry recruitment shortages.
Awarded bursaries are claimed in two parts
over the term of the course, paid equally by
PPMA BEST and the sponsoring company.

3. APPRENTICESHIP PROGRESSION GRANT
To support those progressing to a higher or
degree level apprentice to purchase equipment.

The charity works in conjunction with education 
establishments and member companies to offer 
continuum of industry led accredited STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) activities 
including STEM days, projects and work experience 
throughout the year to address the skills shortage  
and longer-term recruitment needs.

The PPMA BEST grant helped me fund 
my toolbox which is vital to the work  
that I am doing.
JORDAN SELFE, APPRENTICE, WINKWORTH MACHINERY
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‘PPMA Business Education Skills and Training  
(PPMA BEST) is a charitable incorporated 
organisation (registered no. 1156041) initiated 
by the PPMA Group of Associations in 2014.

The charity is funded by the PPMA  
Group to encourage young people to 
develop a career in engineering 
within the processing and 
packaging, robotics 
and industrial vision 
industries, through 
education and 
training.
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PPMA BEST provides programmes to help PPMA members kick-start their training scheme:

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION VISIT: 
Web: ppmabest.org.uk
Tel: +44 (0)20 8773 8111
Email: ppmabest@ppma.co.uk



PPMA GROUP OF ASSOCIATIONS 
New Progress House 

34 Stafford Road 
Wallington 

Surrey
SM6 9AA

+44 (0)20 8773 8111
membership@ppma.co.uk
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